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Ms. Terriely is a 40-year-old woman with morbid obesity, end-stage COPD, cor pulmonale, volume overload and sleep apnea who is currently on hospice.
Since last certification, the patient has continued to be short of breath, requires now 4 liters of oxygen. We tried to get her on CPAP, but she refuses to use her CPAP. I had discussed this with the patient in the past the reason that at the present condition she is in now is because she has never used her CPAP and the sleep apnea has now turning to rather severe end-stage pulmonary hypertension. The patient was offered medication for pulmonary hypertension, , but she has refused. Nevertheless, she lives with her family. Her KPS is 40%, continues to become weaker, more short of breath, has issues with air hunger, pedal edema; these are all consistent with worsening hypertension and end-stage COPD as well as cor pulmonale. The patient continues to remain hospice appropriate, most likely has less than six months to live.
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